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DNR Accessibility Advisory Council Mtg. 
Monday, April 7, 2008 

Okemos, Michigan 
 
Advisory Council Present: 
  
  Sophie Baker, SOM, Dept of Civil Rights 
  Rick Briggs, Brain Injury Assoc of MI 
  Cindy Burkhour, Access to Recreation Initiative 
  Vendella Collins, SOM, Developmental Disabilities Council (MDCH) 
  Jeff Coupie, Michigan Sports Unlimited 
  Brigadier General Carol Ann Fausone, MI Department of Veterans Affairs 
  Rodney Haneline, Leader Dogs for the Blind 
  Aaron Harris, Safari Club 

 Roberta McCall, SOM, Michigan Commission for the Blind (DLEG) 
  Roger McCarville, Disabilities Today 
  Scott Norris, SOM, Library of Michigan 
  Lucia Rios, Disability Network – Lakeshore 
  Scott Severn, MI Paralyzed Veterans of America 
  Bill Sheffer, MI Assn of Recreation Vehicles & Campgrounds 
  Jim Trinklein, MI Assn of Game Bird Breeders & Hunting Preserves 
  Mark Velthouse, Outdoors Without Limits 
  John Witzke, MI United Conservation Clubs 
  Duncan Wyeth, SOM, Commission on Disability Concerns (DLEG) 
 
DNR Present:  
  
  Bonnie Arthur, Communications 
  Vicki Brown, Wildlife 
  Jordan Byelich, Parks & Rec 
  Brenda Curtis, Forest Mineral and Fire Management 
  Monica Day, Grants 
  Jerry Harris, Human Resources 
  Julee Hasbany, Communications 
  Linda Hegstrom, Grants 
  Sharon Lawrence-Taylor, Legal Services  
  Dan Lord, Parks & Rec 
  Sharlene McConneghy, Law Enforcement 
  Erica Moore, Fisheries 
  Tami Pattison, Fisheries 
  William Pemble, OLAF 
  Peggy Ruby, Law Enforcement 
  Donna Slater, Human Resources 
  Paul Stoddard, OLAF 
  Deb Stolecki, Forest Mineral and Fire Management 
  Bruce Watkins, OLAF 
  Ken Wright, Human Resources 
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Guests Present: 
 
 Terri Trinklein, MAGBHP 
 Nicholas Rossell, MCDC 
 Nancy Bell, MUCC 
 Tracy Vincent, DD Council MDCH 
 Fred Waybrandt, Brandon Twp Parks & Rec 
 Amy Spray, MUCC 
  
Meeting called to order by Mark Velthouse. 
 
Changes to Agenda:  None. 
 
Minutes:  Minutes from the February 25, 2008 meeting are still under review.   
 
House Bill No. 5031 – Jim Trinklein:  This bill was intended for 100% disabled 
veterans for deer hunt during your hunt.  The bill is on hold till the end of the NRC 
meeting. 
 
Hands on Day – Mark Velthouse/Bill Pemble:  On June 4 at Island Lake Shooting 
Range, an event will be held for the AAC displaying adaptable equipment.  Everyone will 
have an opportunity to “play” with stuff.  The cross bow work group, senators, DNR 
executives, and NRC will be invited to attend.  The gun range will be closed to the public 
for this event.  Begin at 10:00am, lunch at noon, and 1:00-5:00 fun with 
equipment/displays.  A map will be provided to AAC members.  Discussion ensued 
regarding moving the June 1 AAC meeting to June 4th at this event.  Roger moved and all 
members seconded.  Motion passed.  Jerry indicated that the ATeam would followup 
with each Council member. 
 
Partnerships – Mark Velthouse:  Mark asked the Council members about funding, 
sweat equity and swapping links on the computer.  Where do we feel it would work out?  
We need to get the word out about the DNR website and what is accessible in the state.  
The average citizen doesn’t know what is available to them.  John suggested putting the 
word out to all county parks about the DNR accessible page.  We need to contact other 
organizations to link to us on their websites instead of us to them.  A subcommittee of 2 
Council members and 2 ATeam members will pull together ideas.  Bill moved and all 
members supported.  Roger McCarville and Aaron Harris volunteered along with Mike 
who was substituting for Rodney Haneline at this Council meeting.  Erica Moore and one 
more ATeam member will be added to the subcommittee. 
 
Supervised Hunt Recommendation Update – Bill Pemble:  1) On the Supervised Hunt 
Update: 1)Outdoor Design Guidelines were approved by the Mgmt Team in concept.  
Brenda is working on a draft policy.cons of policy in terms of access – Management 
Team accepted.  Draft policy to Brenda to Council members.  Department will adapt 
standards.  2) Definition of a vehicle – Management Team also accepted to move 
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forward.  Going through all DNR Laws where vehicle is mentioned.  Discussion ensued 
on what is a supervised hunt.  Is the apprentice license a supervised hunt?  Apprentice 
license expires after 2 years.  Recommend that the Department should take the lead and 
define supervised and add a license for supervised hunt.  Determine verification of 
eligibility for license.  Prevent abuse of supervised license hunt.  It was moved that the 
Council allow the department to determine supervised and expand apprentice license, 
determine medical disability, look at options to increase access for disabled.  Roberta so 
moved and John seconded.  Council needs to see it one more time at the June meeting.  
All in favor, motion passed. 
 
Council Response Items:  Erica indicated that the internet naming changes were being 
made.  It was noted that veteran needed to be changed to military veteran.  Hits on the 
page in February 2007 were 370 for the month.  In Jan 2008, there were 1,348 hits.  
Highest amount of hits was in November 2007.  Council page in June 2007 had 46 hits.  
In January 2008 there were 116 hits.  The Events Calendar links to 2 new pages and was 
updated with all Shows in 2008.   
 
Bonnie indicated that DNR was present at 13 shows last winter.  The Calendar is on the 
web.  She will be in Novi on May 1-4.   
 
Hunt From A Standing Vehicle – Bill Pemble:  Bill came back to the Council to ask if 
they should expand the definition on the distance a person can walk.  Does it need to be 
broadened to get more people eligible for permits.  Discussion ensued regarding a letter 
received from Mr. Clair Bono.  The council discussed broadening it or if it was ok as is.  
They will wait to see how the disabled hunt goes and wait for NRC’s definition of a 
vehicle.   
 
Meet the Division of Forest, Mineral, and Fire Management (FMFM) Chief – Lynne 
Boyd:  All attendees at the Council meeting introduced themselves to Lynne.  She 
admitted that her division has the longest name in the Department.  FMFM currently has 
330 staff, with a third of them being in Lansing.  FMFM is responsible for the 
management of three areas.  The first is Forest.  There is over 3.9 million acres of forests 
in Michigan, the largest system in the country.  These are mostly tax reverted lands with 
$26 million in timber revenue.  The second is Minerals.  Over 4.1 million acres of 
minerals are managed by FMFM, 25 million acres of bottom land mines, 8,000 leases 
including oil and gas, sand and gravel, and metallics and limestone.  Michigan is 15th in 
the nation in production of minerals.  There was $8 million in revenue last year and $70 
million in gas revenue for this year.  The revenue from gas goes to the Michigan Natural 
Resources Trust Fund which provides grants for recreation.  FMFM gets approximately 
$1 million for administrative costs.  The third area is Fire.  FMFM is responsible for 
wildfire support of over 19 million acres.  There are currently 74 staff, well below the 
desired minimum of 100.  The largest fire fought was the 2007 Sleeper Lake Fire which 
included over 18,000 acres.  In 2007, 400 fires were fought over 20,000 acres.  The year 
before, there were 375 fires over 1,400 acres.  FMFM is a leader in fire fighting research 
for the county, including providing support to local units of government.  A fourth area of 
responsibility is recreation in state forests.  This is the biggest growing area of FMFM 
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with over 3.9 million acres of playground including camping, hunting, fishing, and more.  
There are 145 state forest campgrounds and over 10,000 trail miles.  Lynne discussed the 
various aspects of funding her Division and the need for the $500,000 supplemental to be 
passed.  Council members participated in a question and answer session with Lynne. 
 
NRC Crossbow Disability Workgroup Update:  The work group met on March 6 and 
the issues quickly became 1) is age a disability, and 2) weapon of choice.  Ohio has had 
crossbow permits for over 20 years.  Discussion ensued about who determines 
qualifications of a disability.  Council has not taken a formal position on crossbows but 
the NRC sought out the Council’s input on the subject. 
 
Department Actions Update – Jerry Harris:  Jerry discussed the tentative AAC 
schedule for the rest of the year.  Council members agreed on continuing with Mondays, 
July 21, September 15, October 20, and December 8.  Except for the June 4th meeting at 
the Island Lake Shooting Range, all meetings will continue to be held at the Okemos 
location.  Jerry reminded members that there is no May meeting.  Future Chiefs to speak 
at meetings will include Kelley Smith, Pat Stewart, Jim Wood, Mindy Koch, Tom 
Courchaine, and the future LED Chief. 
 
After brief public comment, the meeting was adjourned. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Next meeting is June 4, 10am-5pm, Island Lake Shooting Range Hands On Event 


